Published opinion supports the early use of prophylactic antibiotics soon after presentation of a potentially con 
antibiotics soon after presentation of a potentially con cereus appears to be the most virulent species due to a unique exotoxin, enterotoxins and proteolytic enzymes that it produces.IR Other species, such as B. lichenijormis. Bacteria and fungi were reliably reported in three of the prevalence series reviewed,I,2·5 and are listed in Table III .
Bacillus spp. were most frequently isolated at 43% over all, staphylococci at 31 %, coliforms at 9% and strepto cocci and fungi each at 3%. Clostridium spp. were not isolated. These figures contrast with isolates listed in the case reports in Table II , where frequency is biased by reporting of worst outcomes. On these occasions Bacillus spp. have been reported from 67% of cases while other bacteria and fungi had a similar distribution to the preva lence series (Table II) 
